
Materials 

How are materials used? 
To answer this question we will be: 

 Identifying different materials. 

 Exploring the difference between an object and the material it is made from. 

 Describing the properties of everyday materials. 

 Sorting objects by their properties. 

 Using materials for a purpose. 

Material A substance used to make things.  Smooth Smooth objects have no lumps or bumps. 

Property A characteristic of an item. Bendy Can be folded easiily.  

Object An item that can be used.  For example, door, chair, car, table are all objects. Transparent These materials can be seen through. 

Hard Not easily broken or bent. Opaque These materials cannot be seen through. 

Soft Easy to compress. Absorbent These materials can soak up liquid. 

Stretchy Can be pulled to make it longer or wider without breaking. Waterproof Materials that are waterproof do not let any water through nor do they soak up 

any water. 

Shiny Reflects light easily. Elastic These materials can spring back when stretched. 

Dull Does not relfect light.  Doens look bright or shiny. Flexible Flexible materials can be easily bent without breaking. 

Rough It feels and looks uneven or bumpy. Rigid Materials that are rigid cannot be bent easily and may break when bent. 

 

 

Materials and Their Uses. 

     

The wood from trees is used to make 

all sorts of useful objects such as 

tables and chairs, spoons, window 

frames and some toys. 

Some metals, such as gold and copper, 

are found in the earth or mixed with 

rocks like iron, lead and aluminium. 

Other metals, such as brass, steel and 
bronze, are made by people mixing 

metals together.  Metal is used to 

make cutlery, tools, cars, planes, 

jewellery and coins. 

Humans make plastic, it is man-made.  

Plastic can be used to make toys, 

bottles, chairs cups and boxes. 

Glass is made by humans heating 

sand.  It is used to make items such as 

windows, drinking glasses and glasses 

to see things with. 

Fabric is woven or knitted material 

made from either thread or yarn.  It is 

used to make items such as clothes, 

curtains and some toys.  


